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REPORT OF ONE HOUR MEETING WITH NHU ^ 

1, AFTER EXCHANGE OF AMENITIES, HE CALLED ATTENTION fO THE 
COMMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SPOKESMAN ON THE VOA BROADCAST 
AND SAID THAT SUCH STATEMENTS FROM WASHINGTON SHOULD STOP. 

HE USED THE FRENCH PHRASE "DO 1 VENT S * ARRETER" , WHICH COULD BE 
TRANSLATED "MUST STOP". U.S. STATEMENTS ABOUT VIETNAM WERE ACCEPTED / 
AT FACE VALUE BY MANY OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND U.S. WAS THEREFORE 
INJURING VIETNAM*S STANDING WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES. HE SAID 
THAT WASHINGTON SHOULD AWAIT MY REPORT BEFORE MAKING ANY FURTHER 
COMMENT. MOREOVER THE WASHINGTON STATEMENT WAS WHOLLY FALSE 
AS REGARDS THE FACTS, INASMUCH AS IT WAS THE GENERALS THEM- 
SELVES WHO HAD SPECIFICALLY DEMANDED THE ACTION WHICH HAD 
BEEN TAKEN. HE THOUGHT THAT THE U.S. PEOPLE TALKED TOO MUCH, 

WHEREAS IN VIETNAM THEY DID NOT TALK ENOUGH. 

2. i SAID THAT I DID NOT KNOW THE DETAILS OF THE STATEMENT, 

BUT THAT THERE WERE SOME THINGS THAT WERE VERY REAL TO ME AS 
A MAN WHO HAD SPENT MANY YEARS IN PUBLIC LIFE AND ONE OF THEM 
WAS THAT NO LONG RANGE FOREIGN POLICY COULD BE CARRIED OUT 
BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF CONGRESS AND 
PUBLIC OPINION. I SAID THAT PUBLIC OPINION IN THE U.S. WAS MUCH 
DISTRESSED BY THE TREATMENT OF THE BUDDHISTS AND STATEMENTS 
MADE IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. THESE HAVE GREATLY COMPLICATED THE 
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•JCb OF THE EXECUTIVE BRAND OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN AIDING 
VIETNAM AND THAT FRANKLY i SYMPATHIZED WITH WHATEVER EFFORTS THE 
EXECUilVE BRANCH MIGHT MAKE TO MAKE CLEAR TO U.S, PUBLIC OPINION 
THAT OUR VIETNAM POLICY DID NOT INVOLVE STULTIFYING OURSELVES— 
WHICH WOULD DEFINITELY BE THE CASE IF WE UNDERWROTE SOME OF 
MADAME NHU»S STATEMENTS LIKE "BARBECUING THE BUDDHISTS" 

A® HER LAST ! NTERV ! EW WITH LIFE WHICH PROPOSED TOTAL 
DESTRUCTION OF BUDDHISTS. I SAID I WAS RECEIVING LETTERS ABOUT 
1 HESE STATEMENTS AND ASKED WHETHER I SHOULD SAY IN REPLY THAT 
MADAME NHU WAS NOT AN OFF I C I AL/PERSON AND WAS SPEAKING ONLY FOR 
HERSELF, TO WHICH HE SAID THAT SHE WAS A MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY 
AND WAS THEREFORE A PUBLIC PERSON. 

3. ALL OF THIS TOOK PLACE IN A PLEASANT CONVERSATIONAL TONE ON 
BOTH SIDES. 

4 . OTHER POINTS MADE BY NHU: 


5 . 35 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION WERE NOW IN FIRST CLASS STRATEGIC 
HAMLETS. ALL OF THE PEOPLE WOULD BE IN STRATEGIC HAMLETS OF SOME 
KIND BY THE END OF THE YEAR AND THE GUERRILLA WAR WOULD THEN BE 
OVER. PERHAPS THERE WOULD THEN BE A CONVENTIONAL WAR. 

6. THERE HAVE BEEN NO MORE SUICIDES SINCE JULY 20 «, THIS WAS 
BECAUSE OF THE INITIATIVE WHICH HE HAD TAKEN. OCCIDENTAL PEOPLE 
SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THESE SUICIDES ARE BROUGHT ABOUT WITHIN 

1 HE PAGODA WHERE IN AN ATMOSPHERE FILLED WITH INCENSE AND INCANTA- 
TION, AN INDIVIDUAL IS HYPNOTIZED, INTOXICATED AND INTIMIDATED. 
THIS IS HOW SUICIDES ARE ORGANIZED. THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
MORE SUICIDES IS PROOF THAT THE MEASURES THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN 
HAVE HAD EFFECT. HE SAID HE HAD WANTED TO CLEAR UP THE MATTER 
BEFORE MY ARRIVAL WHICH, HE THOUGHT, WOULD BE ON AUGUST 26. 

7. I SAID IT WOULD BE VERY HELPFUL IN THE U.S. IF THERE COULD 

BE SOME DRAMATIC GESTURE HERE REGARDING THE LIBERATION OF BUDDHIST 
PRISONERS. 

8. HE SAID IT WAS NOW A FACT THAT ALL THE BUDDHIST PRISONERS 
WERE BEING RELEASED BUT HE WANTED THIS DONE QUIETLY WITH THE 
BONZE IN EACH AREA HANDLING THIS HIMSELF AND HE COULD NOT MAKE A 
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DRAMATIC GESTURE OUT OF IT. 

9. HE STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF WINNING THE GUERRILLA WAR IN 
TERMS OF WORLDWIDE COMMUNIST OBJECTIVES AND STRESSED THE FACT 
THAT HE HAD INVENTED PERSONALLY THE CONCEPT OF THE STRATEGIC 
HAMLET. 

TO. WHEN HE ACCOMPANIED ME TO THE DOOR TO SAY GOODBYE, 

HE SAID HE HOPED THERE WOULD BE NO MORE STATEMENTS OUT OF 
WASHINGTON AND I SAID I HOPED /H ERE WOULD BE NO MORE I KFLAMMA. 
TORY SPEECHES OUT OF VIETNAM. ' 

11. THIS IS A HIGHLY INTELLIGENT AND EFFECTIVE MAN, AMD WOULD 
BE SO CONSIDERED IN ANY COUNTRY. MY GUESS IS THAT HE IS 
RUTHLESS, NOT WHOLLY RATIONAL BY OUR STANDARDS AND THAT HL IS 
INTERESTED ABOVE ALL IN SURVIVAL OF HIMSELF AND FAMILY. 


GP-3. 


LODGE 


JTC 
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